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Headteacher 
Spring Statement  

We are now drawing to the end of a very busy term for all our students- e.g. 
various trips, sporting events and, of course, the school performance of 
‘Beauty and the Beast’.

The next half term is a very busy one for those students preparing for their 
GCSE and A Level examinations. The first written GCSE examination is on 
Monday 14th May and the first A Level examination is on Monday 4th June. I 
would like to take this opportunity to wish the students every possible success 
and to thank parents/carers for all their help and support over what I know 
can be quite a stressful time. With this in mind, Year 11 students should be doing at least twenty-one 
hours of additional learning a week if they are to be successful and I would urge parents and carers to 
support them in doing so during the final run up to the summer exams. Year 13 students should be 
doing at least thirty hours of additional learning a week if they are to be successful and I would urge 
parents/carers to support them in doing so during the run up to the summer examinations.

There is one member of staff who will be leaving us at the end of term: Mrs Delahaye (deputy 
headteacher). I would like to take this opportunity to say thank-you and wish her every happiness and 
success in the future. 

I am delighted to report that Miss Thomas will be joining the senior leadership team after Easter as an 
assistant headteacher and head of Year 9. Therefore, the senior leadership team will be as follows:

Headteacher  Mr Brownlow  
Deputy headteachers  Mr Butler, Mrs Allen and Mr Gibson
Assistant headteachers  Miss Bott, Mrs Elliott, Miss Thomas and Mr Wilkinson

I close by wishing you all a wonderful Easter break and by thanking you as always for all your support 
of the work of the school. The school appreciates that your involvement with your son/daughter’s 
learning can and does have a big influence on their levels of achievement at each critical stage of their 
development.

On this note, I would like to ask parents/carers to encourage their children to keep up their studies 
outside of school during the holidays. Learning does not always have to be in book. Please encourage 
them to get involved in activities during the break and when they return to school they will be 
motivated and focused on their learning.

Stephen Brownlow
Head Teacher



Headteacher Awards A+

Year 7 
Lauren Smith: Product Design & RE

Laila Sedgeley: English & Textiles

Year 8
Maddison Philpotts: French & RE

Charlotte Lawton: History &  
Computing

Year 9 
Rosie Chadwick: History &  
Computing

Ben Egginton: English & French

Year 10 
Harriet Powell: Geography & RE

Alistair Kece: Maths & Science

Year 11 
Molly Thompson: Art, History & RE

Charlotte Spokes: French,  
Geography & English

Year 12
Keira Morris: Chemistry & History

Year 13
Dan Nash: History & Physics

Chloe Pearsall: Psychology & 
Biology

Each term a number of  
students are awarded 
the headteacher award 
for nominations from 
several subjects for effort, 
outstanding work and 
resilience.
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Year 7 
Sara Pascu: PE & Geography

Frankie Cooksley: Computing

Year 8
Jack Reynolds: English, Maths & PE

Charlotte Lawton: History & MFL

Year 9 
Mason Addison: English

Fai Barker: Science

Year 10 
Rachel Downs: Drama & History

Madelaine Taylor: PE & Science

Year 11 
Matilda Fisher: RE & Geography

Jamie Alimov: History & ICT

Year 12
Megan Babbington: English & 
Biology

Year 13
Bethany Hickman: Psychology & 
English

Spring Term 1           Spring Term 2
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Each term a number of  
students are awarded 
the headteacher award 
for nominations from 
several subjects for effort, 
outstanding work and 
resilience.

Appeal Trust

Samba workshop, poetry slam, French theatre performance, business activity day, a reading book for 

every new year 7 student, science activity day on renewable energy, ‘Closer to The Edge’ activity  

centre – maybe you heard about these events during last year.  These activities were either fully or 

partly funded by King Charles I School Appeal Trust.

“I was scared but I had a go” is one comment about the activity centre. On the science activity “I really 

liked it because it was interesting to put the panels on the windmill and see how it can be made to go 

faster, more panels did not always mean it went faster.”  From the French theatre performance ‘’It was 

really interesting to see how much I understood, even though I thought I wouldn’t!’’

Each year, we ask for bids from the staff for new and exciting events or equipment that they know will 

help their students, but they can’t be provided from normal school funding. We fund this by using 

income from legacy investments, and also from individual contributions from parents and carers.

Last year, we also decided to cash in some of our legacy investment and we were able to provide a 

brand new mini bus for the school.

We want to be able to continue making regular grants for the foreseeable future. If you feel you can 

help by making a small contribution each month then please download our standing order form 

which you can find at http://www.kingcharlesschool.co.uk/index.php/appeal-trust.

King Charles I School Appeal Trust



Art 
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Review of Tate Modern by Molly  
Thompson

Year 11 students studying GCSE art visited 
one of London’s incredible art galleries: Tate 
Modern. Our aim was to research and explore 
ideas for our exam unit of ‘Fragments’, and to 
create an interpretation of four artists’ work.
After arriving at the gallery, we travelled around 
the maze of exhibitions and artwork to find 
pieces that related to ‘Fragments’. Amongst 
them, we saw some of Pablo Picasso’s abstract 
yet incredible paintings – many involved 
angular and fragmented shapes, including the 
‘Studio’ oil painting. The piece depicts the ‘La 
Californie’ studio near Cannes where Picasso 
spent a lot of time developing his work. I was 
also very interested in Natalya Goncharova’s 
‘Linen 1913’, which also uses very linear 
fragments that come together to portray both 
the chaos of the 1913 laundry industry, and the 
separation and division of genders during that 
period. 
After exploring the exhibitions and collecting 
photographs of appropriate artworks, we went 
to the balcony area on the tenth floor to admire 
the 360° views of London. I was particularly 
interested in taking some photographs of 
the Shard due to its fragmented appearance, 
and because I thought it would fit well into 
my sub – theme of architecture. Then we took 
some time to develop sketches of our chosen 
artwork, adding shading and tone. We all 
thoroughly enjoyed the day and loved the 
chance to progress as artists and improve our 
understanding of ‘Fragments’. In lessons, we will 
continue to build upon the four interpretations, 
and will use ideas and research from Tate 
Modern in order to explore concepts that will 
eventually develop into a final piece.



Year 11 Mock Interviews

Careers

On Friday 3rd February every Year 11 student 
was involved in a mock interview. The idea of 
the experience is that students are given the 
opportunity to practice their interview tech-
nique and etiquette with representatives from 
the world of work. They filled in an application 
form in preparation for the day.

The students had to come to school on that 
day dressed to impress and they certainly did 
just that; every student making the right first 
impressions in their chosen business attire. They 
ensured that they conducted themselves in a 
professional manner; greeting the employer, 
introducing themselves and shaking hands as 
though they had been attending interviews for 
years.  

We had a record number of employers volun-
teer their time to come in and conduct the in-
terviews, all of whom were very impressed with 
the way that students conducted themselves:

“I met some impressive young people who had 
clearly been well briefed, as they fully engaged 
in the interview process and were a credit to the 
school.”

“I was able to give brief verbal feedback at the 
end of the interviews and I honestly informed 
the ‘candidates’ that I would offer them a job 
based on their interview performance!”

“Please pass on my congratulations to the  
students and all the staff who supported the 
event behind the scenes.”

These were just a few of the comments from 
the employers who also gave feedback to every 
student they interviewed about their  
application form and their responses to the 
questions asked. A really valuable experience 
for Year 11 and one that I think they will never 
forget.

Worcestershire Skills Show

Year 9 students had the opportunity to attend 
an interactive careers event held at the Chateau 
Impney Hotel at Drotwich which is a luxury  
hotel, wedding venue and exhibition centre in 
the historic town of Droitwich Spa showcasing 
the employment opportunities that are  
available in Worcestershire.

Students were thoroughly engaged as they 
moved around the stalls and talked to the 
employers. The variety on show was excellent 
and the students were very positive about the 
event. They felt confident in asking for advice 
and were more than happy to have a go at 
the practical activities. Stalls included the 
army, police, fire service, prison service, media 
companies, IT and cyber providers, Worcester 
University, medical and animal related careers, 
catering and hospitality companies, engineer-
ing providers and IAG on apprenticeships. There 
was even an opportunity for students to read 
the news in a studio!

7
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Charity Events

King Charles I School had an action packed 
week for Sport Relief during 19th - 23rd March 
2018 to raise as much money as possible. 
Included in the programme was a Bake sale 
on Thursday 22nd March, with the donations 
from this going to Teenage Cancer Trust. Year 
7, 8 & 9 all completed the mile walk and we 
were also inspired by Greg James from Radio 1, 
after his disappointment of having to postpone 
‘Gregathlon’ due to the ‘Beast from the East’, we 
decided to ‘finish it for Greg’. We are delighted 
that he was able to complete his challenge 
on Friday 16th March raising over 1 million, a 
heroic feat. A non-uniform day was also held on 
Friday 23rd March 2018.

Hillgrove Site events:

• Monday 19th March 
Dodgeball – Blounts v Queens

• Tuesday 20th March 
Rowing Challenge – How fast can you row 
1km?

• Wednesday 21st March  
Sit Up Challenge 

• Thursday 22st March 
Football Skills School – keepy-uppys 

• Friday 23rd March 
Sport Relief Mile – walk/run a mile for sport 
relief

Borrington Site events:

• Monday 19th March 
Football Skills School – keepy-uppys

Sport Relief 2018
• Tuesday 20th March 

Plank Off 

• Wednesday 21st March 
Hoops Challenge (The Rematch) 

• Thursday 22st March 
Dodgeball 

• Friday 23rd March 
Sport Relief Mile – walk/run a mile for sport 
relief

Year 7 & 8 Charity Disco
 
On Thursday 15th February Year 7 & 8 held a 
charity disco for 2 fantastic charities: Teenage 
Cancer Trust and Purple Wings. Students had 
a great time strutting their stuff and enjoying 
the mix of tunes that Derek Taylor and James 
Powell were throwing down. The chips and 
burgers went down well provided by Leanne 
Baker (canteen manager). £50 for each charity 
was raised and students are already considering 
a summer disco.
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Curriculum Update

Courses and exams are changing to ensure that 
young people have the knowledge and skills 
they need to succeed in the 21st Century. The 
new GCSEs ensure that students leave school 
better prepared for work or further study. 
They cover more challenging content and are 
designed to match standards in the strongest 
performing education systems elsewhere in the 
world.

1. The new GCSEs in England have a new 9 to 1 
grading scale, to better differentiate between 
the highest performing students and  
distinguish clearly between the old and new 
exams. 

2. Grade 9 is the highest grade and will be 
awarded to fewer students than the current A*. 

3. The first exams in new English language, 
English literature and maths GCSEs were sat in 
summer 2017 and the rest of the new GCSEs will 
be rolled out over the next three years. 

4. The old and new GCSE grading scales do not 
directly compare but there are three points 
where they align, as the diagram shows: 

•  The bottom of grade 7 is aligned with the 
bottom of grade A; 

• The bottom of grade 4 is aligned with the 
bottom of grade C; and 

• The bottom of grade 1 is aligned with the 
bottom of grade G. 

5. Although the exams will cover more  
challenging content, it is right that pupils are 
not disadvantaged simply by

Top facts about the new GCSEs

being the first to sit the new GCSEs. The  
approach used by Ofqual, the exams regulator 
ensures that, all things being equal, broadly the 
same proportion of pupils get grades 1, 4 and 7 
and above in any subject, as would have got G, 
C or A and above respectively in the old system. 

6. The Department for Education recognises 
grade 4 and above as a ‘standard pass’; this is 
the minimum level that students need to reach 
in English and maths, otherwise they need to 
continue to study these subjects as part of their 
post-16 education. There is no re-take  
requirement for other subjects. 

7. Employers, universities and colleges will 
continue to set the GCSE grades they require for 
entry to employment or further study. We are 
saying to them that if you previously set grade C 
as your minimum requirement, then the nearest 
equivalent is grade 4. The old A* to G grades will 
remain valid for future employment or study. 

8. For measuring school performance, the  
Department for Education will publish the 
proportion of students achieving a grade 5 
and above in English and maths. A grade 5 
and above in English and maths is recognised 
as a “strong pass”, a benchmark in line with 
the expectations of top performing education 
systems around the world – this is one of the 
headline measures of school performance. The 
Department for Education will also publish the 
proportion of students achieving a grade 4 or 
above in English and maths for transparency 
and to enable schools to show their students’ 
achievements. 



Curriculum Update
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English

Students on both Borrington and Hillgrove sites 
enjoyed a visit from acclaimed author of ‘The 
Carbon Diaries’ Saci Lloyd.

Saci has an interest in science and politics which 
provide the themes for her books and she 
began with a lively talk to the whole of Year 8 
in which she asked them to think about carbon 
emissions, the growth of the world’s population 
and Donald Trump, although when asked her 
opinion Saci remained resolutely impartial!

Saci talked about how great books need a great 
story and great characters using ‘The Hunger 
Games’ as an example. She told the students 
the story of how her main characters in the 
novel ‘Momentum’ meet, and her story telling 
captivated the whole hall. At break a number of 
students came to the library asking for copies of 
the book as well as to talk to Saci about some of 
the ideas she had raised.

Two workshops followed in which Saci explored 
these ideas further and asked the students to 
respond to a number of stimuli including the 
rise of robots, war as entertainment and the 
idea of a quest story with a particular focus on 
the sub-text of storylines and characters.

Saci’s visit concluded in a lively session with Year 
9 who engaged in an equally lively and positive 
way, many of the students offered opinions on 
her ideas and asked a range of questions about 
science and writing.

It was a thoroughly enjoyable and worthwhile 
experience. 

 

Visit by author Saci Lloyd 
January 8th 2018



Blue Peter Book Award 2015 Winner for Best 
Book with Facts

Author Andy Seed, came to speak to a large 
group of year five students from a number 
of our local feeder schools who thoroughly 
enjoyed a lively, fun and informative session. 
Andy shared funny facts with them from 
his award-winning book ‘The Silly Book of 
Side-Splitting Stuff’ and gave away prizes to 
students who cracked his riddles.

Andy also talked to year seven during two 
engaging and interactive sessions in which he 
encouraged students to think about words and 
language in an imaginative and amusing way, 
giving away one of his books to a student who 
solved a particularly clever word puzzle. 
He talked to all the students about the  
importance of reading and how much fun  
reading and writing can be, as well as his  
inspirations and experiences as a writer.

A selected group of students took part in a 
workshop where Andy played word games with 
them and even got them to write their own 
jokes based on puns. They also looked at a  
number of books recommended by Andy, 
which turned out to be a very quiet part of the 
session as all the students were thoroughly 
engrossed in the books he had brought along. 

It was a very enjoyable day for all the staff and 
students involved.

Author Visit by Andy Seed 
February 14th 2018

English
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On Thursday 25th January, a number of A-level geography students attended an afterschool  
extracurricular lecture on the Rapidly Changing Arctic hosted by the Black Country branch of the 
Geographical Association. The talk was presented by Prof Terry Callaghan, a lead author and advisor 
for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change whose work led to an award for the Nobel Prize 
alongside Al Gore.

Students learnt about issues such as global sustainability, pollution, ecosystems and environments 
under stress. There were many excellent questions from the audience and the students got the 
chance to find out how the world may begin to change into the future and the repercussions of these 
changes.

Four year eight students; Max Speed, Charlotte Sanders, Megan Eastwood and Megan Lloyd took part 
in the annual Geographical Association quiz that was held this year at Ormiston Forge Academy in 
Old Hill.

By round three, we were in third place out of the nine teams that had been entered. By the sixth 
round out of ten, we had achieved joint second place. Our students had cleverly played their joker 
card to earn double points on the continents and oceans round which they scored very well on. We 
ended up in a very respectful fifth place overall with 61 points and scoring 24 out of 30 in the interval 
quiz. The winners were a team from Haybridge who had led the competition from the start, taking the 
trophy home and a large Easter egg on this occasion. An enjoyable time had by all, we look forward to 

attending next year.

Rapidly Changing Arctic

The Year 8 Geography Quiz
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As you know, there are three houses at King 
Charles I School; Blounts, Chads and Queens. 
Every house originated at different periods 
across the schools’ history and each has its own 
founder. 

Blounts was originally a House at King Charles I 
Government School, Bewdley Road,  
Kidderminster. It was one of the first Houses 
established in 1913 (during the headship of 
Mr Witherley). It was named after Sir Edward 
Blount, son of Thomas Blount founder of the 
grammar school.

Chads was originally a House at Kidderminster 
High School for Girls. Similarly, this was one of 
the first Houses to be established in October 
1912 (during the headship of Miss Raymond). 
About 650 A.D there was a wooden church 
created on the River Stone and dedicated to 
the bishop of Lichfield. His name was St Chad, 
Bishop of Lichfield and the house is named after 
him.

Queens was a house at Queen Elizabeth I  
Grammar School, Hartlebury before it merged 
with King Charles. The headmasters then  
introduced a team colours system (Red, Blue, 
Green and Yellow). In the summer of 1926, the 
teams were eventually given names, the green 
one becoming Queens after Queen Elizabeth I. 
The other houses were Baxter (after pupil who 
won VE), Bishops and Baldwin.

When King Charles I School, Queen Elizabeth I 
Government School, Hartlebury and  
Kidderminster High School for girls  
amalgamated in 1977 there were six houses, 
2 from each school. Bishops and Queens from 
QETGS Hartlebury, Blounts and Queens from 
King Charles I School and Chads and Clare’s 
from Kidderminster H S. Each house had its own  
section of the school with tutor groups of each 
age group 13-18. Over time both Bishops and 
Clare’s were discontinued as houses, leaving the 
three houses we currently have from Year 7 to 
11 and then the King’s house for our sixth form 
pupils.

History of the Houses at King  
Charles I School
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House Events in the Spring Term
Our focus of house events this half term has 
been on both academic and creative  
competitions. Over the course of the term, we 
have awarded points for events ranging from 
house quizzes to Pancake Day relay races,  
photography competitions to maths challenges.

We started the term with the excellent news 
that the copper trail competition, that took 
place during the Autumn Term, raised £123.56 
for charity with over 11,000 coppers donated. 
We would like to thank all the parents and  
pupils who emptied their wallets and piggy 
banks to donate to a great cause. 

Participation has been superb across all year 
groups and has resulted in some hard fought 
competitions throughout the term. Emily 
Calvert and Elewyn Page took home the prizes 
in the nature themed photography competition 
and Chads have shown their dominance at both 
the UKMT Maths Challenge and the pancake 
relay race. On top of this, we have been running 
weekly dodgeball and quiz competitions 
between each house and year group. A special 
mention must be given to the Year 7 Blounts 
and Year 10 Queens quiz teams who won all of 
their matches during the spring term.

With the summer term approaching Blounts still 
have a commanding lead; however, with sports 
day, weekly events and art and photography 
competitions planned for the summer term, 

there is opportunity for this to quickly change.
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King Charles I Awards Day

Awards season is upon us and it was time for King Charles I school to celebrate the successes of our  
talented students.  This year’s awards afternoon, and evening took place on Wednesday 21st March.  
This year we gave a whopping 345 awards with both ceremonies being held in the sports hall as we 
have completely out grown the Oldfield hall.

This year, our guest speaker was gold and silver medal Paralympian swimmer Claire Cashmore. Claire 
gave a very motivating speech to our students about the importance of staying strong in the face of 
adversity.  Her message was clear; if you set your mind to something and work hard, you can achieve 
your dreams.   

A huge well done to all our students who attended this year.  We are very proud of you and we are 
already planning and looking forward to next year’s award ceremonies. 

Awards afternoon and evening
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Ninety of our most gifted and talented  
mathematicians from Years 9, 10 and 11 recently 
took part in UKMT’s Intermediate Maths  
Challenge. The Challenge is a national  
competition whereby approximately 4,000 
schools in the UK take part each year. The 
1-hour long paper contains highly challenging 
multiple choice problem questions; it is split 
into three sections- questions 1-15 where there 
is no deduction of marks for incorrect answers, 
questions 16-20 whereby pupils are deducted 1 
mark for an incorrect answer and questions 
21- 25 whereby pupils are deducted 2 marks for 
an incorrect answer. 

The Maths Department are pleased to report 
an excellent set of results this year; pupils are 
awarded Gold, Silver or Bronze certificates if 
they score above the respective  
thresholds- only 40% of participants receive 
certificates nationally. Our headlines are as 
follows:- 

Gold: 4 pupils

Silver: 11 pupils

Bronze: 16 pupils

Best in school: Juliet Martin

Best in Year 9: Leah Ballard

Best in Year 10: Juliet Martin

Best in Year 11: John Watkins

Intermediate Maths Challenge 2018
Congratulations to all those who took part and 
particularly to those who won certificates- this 
is an outstanding achievement.  A further well 
done to John Watkins, Emily Bowron, Juliet 
Martin, Leah Ballard, Matthew Kimber and  
Victoria Staples who have all qualified for the 
next round on 15th March 2018- a King Charles I 
School record breaker for the number of  
students going through!

+-



+-
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On Thursday 14th December, 92 students  
departed for our annual trip to Cologne, 
Germany led by Miss Tabellion and Miss Perks 
alongside 9 other members of staff. During this 
fantastic trip, we had the opportunity to explore 
several Christmas markets, full of arts and crafts, 
souvenirs, gifts, food and many more. Some 
brave ones walked all the way up to the  
Cathedral top and 509 steps later, we could 
enjoy the fantastic views of the town and its 
landmarks.

After some shopping time and delicious  
German food, we headed to the ice skating rink 
where students had a fantastic time. Some were 
definitely practising for “Dancing on Ice”  and 
were simply amazing to watch gliding with their 
skates. All had fun, novices or not!

When back at the hostel, we furthered the fun 
through Quiz Night prepared by Miss Perks, 
which was really good fun!

On Saturday, we had the best time ever at  
Phantasialand! We went on as many rides as 
possible and loved the fact that most rides had 
5min or less queueing time! How awesome! 
We had more food, since we could still fit some 
more in and then left the park at 8pm to return 
to the hostel to pack and relax.

On Sunday, we sadly left Germany, but went 
to Holland and bought some sweet treat 
whilst doing a stop on the motorway and then 
headed to a chocolate factory in Belgium! How 
scrumptious! After this, we had a late lunch in 
Calais and returned home, after what had been 
a fantastic weekend!

The students were absolutely amazing on the 
trip and made the school proud whilst abroad! 
We cannot wait to return next year!

German play – Onatti visit Thursday 
15th March 2018
The German play from Onatti came on  
Thursday to deliver Hausarrest solely in German 
to all of the Year 7 at King Charles I School . The 
topics of rooms in the house, household items, 
illness, directions, family relationships and more 
were covered in the play to consolidate what 
our students had been studying in lessons so 
far this academic year. The students laughed 
along, took part in the play, and even joined 
in and played the part of the sister of the main 
character. The play was a tremendous success 
and a very exciting  
learning tool for our students and we hope to 
renew to experience next year. We were very 
lucky to be able to offer this experience in  
German to our students.

Quotes from Year 7 students:

“it was really good because lots of words they 
used I understood and others I could go and 
look them up”

 “They did a good job of helping us understand 
with movements, actions and tone of voice”

“it was lots of fun!”

 “it was really entertaining! The best bit was 
when someone went up from the audience. 
They had to act and speak German. It was really 
funny!”

Cologne
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Aston University German Cultural Event
Ten of our best Year 9 German students were  
selected to take part in a German Cultural Event 
at Aston University. The session was delivered 
by lecturers from the university’s German 
department, in conjunction with Routes into 
Languages, a national languages organisation.

The challenge really was on! Our Year 9’s worked 
in groups with other high-attaining students 
from all over the West Midlands to prepare a 
presentation which they then had to present in 
front of a whole auditorium of staff and  
students. It is probably fair to say that they 
found this idea of this daunting, and yet the 
result was amazing: many even overcame their 
fears and said their ‘bit’ in German.

All of our students did a fantastic job, but we 
were especially proud that Tom Anderson was 
part of the overall prize-winning team. A big 
well done to all the students who participated!

 

MFL Film Friday!
Following last year’s success … we have 2 films 
this year!!!

Both Year 10 and Year 11 Language Leaders 
have joined together for this and are getting it 
all ready.

Friday 20th April French film on Hillgrove.  What 
better a way to relax after doing our Speaking 
exams?!?!?  Joyeux Noël (about the ceasefire on 
Christmas Day during WW1)

Friday 27th April German film on Borrington der 
König der Löwen.

It would be great if you have time to stay for 
one or even both of the films or even just until 
it’s all started. Minibuses are arranged to move 
pupils from each site as per last year.

MFL
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On Friday 26th January 10 participants from 
King Charles I School split into two teams to 
take part in a KS2 and 3 Boccia and New Age 
Kurling competition, one team won the KS3 
competition and will progress to grand finals in 
summer term.

Semi-Final Success - Girls Football
Spiritual, Moral, Social

On the 19th and 20th March our two Girls’  
Football teams hosted the Semi-Final of the 
Worcestershire Schools Cup for their age 
groups. The two teams have worked tirelessly in 
training throughout the season awaiting each 
round of the cup. The U13 girls faced  
Christopher Whitehead from Worcester in their 
match. King Charles played the first half  
relentlessly and played with their heads 
held high. A late goal from Isabelle Gibbons 
displayed the great skill the girls had and 
demonstrated their shooting ability. However, 
the girls missed out on a place in the final with 
Christopher Whitehead going through follow-
ing a number of superb finishes. The player of 
the match went to Mataya Morris who had an 
excellent game in goal pulling off some  

The U16’s faced Bewdley in their Semi-Final a 
side they had not yet met. The girls played a 
calm and controlled game waiting for the right 
opportunity to have a shot on goal. A brilliant 
display of patience allowed the girls to create an 
outstanding display of football. The girls made 
two goals in 10 minutes leaving the final score 
at 2 – 0. The player of the match went to Chloe 
Tucker who worked continuously all game to 
defend and looked to push up putting pressure 
on the Bewdley midfield. The girls await to find 
out who their opponents will be in the final. 
Congratulations to both teams. 

Multi-Skills event
On Friday 26th January. 22 King Charles I School 
leaders from Year 9 and Year 10 led a variety of 
activities to pupils in Year 1 from local primary 
schools (Heronswood, Comberton, Chaddesley 
Corbett, Offmore and Hagley). Over 200 pupils 
took part in the event, which was held at King 
Charles I School Hillgrove site. The leaders 
helped to develop the skills of the primary 
school children through various activities. Well 
done to all involved, you were smashing!

P.E
Wyre Forest Schools Sport Partnership- 
Boccia and New Age Kurling competition  
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Sports leadership camp
On Thursday 18th January. Seven King Charles I 
School pupils attended a step into sports  
leadership camp at Bromsgrove Ryland Centre. 
The aims of the leadership camp were to 
develop leadership skills and mix with different 
students from different schools, some of which 
had special educational needs. King Charles 
I School students were involved in different 
sessions throughout the day and looked into 
the various skills and qualities that a leader 
needs to have. Students got to meet Paralympic 
athlete Mel Clarke and got to wear and hold her 
Paralympic silver medal and Olympic torch. All 
pupils completed the camp and have gained 
valuable experience, and developed their skills 
further in leadership. 

Well done to Isabelle Gibbons, Alex Adams, 
Maisie Taylor, Kennah Harris, Cameron Bushell 
Burrows, Sam Shaverin and Jack Reynolds who 
were recognised by Mel Clarke for being an 
‘outstanding leader.’ 

On Friday 12th, twelve King Charles I School 
Year 9 students attended a Table Tennis Festival 
at Wolverley High School. Students were 
coached and had time to master specific skills 
before competing against students from other 
schools in the Wyre Forest. Well done to all 
involved.

U15 Handball Competition
Spiritual and Cultural

Handball is an upcoming sport that has  
featured in our King Charles I School extra- 
curricular activities for a number of years now. 
The game requires teams to pass a ball using 
their hands with the aim of throwing it into the 
goal of the other team. The catch is, teams can 
run with or dribble with the ball meaning that  
Handball is extremely quick-paced. We took one 
boys’ team and one girls’ team to the Handball 
competition held at Wolverley CE High School. 
Although both teams were relatively new to the 
game, they did not appear to be beginners and 
showed excellent determination to apply their 
newfound skills in a competitive situation.

Table tennis festival 
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The two teams came 2nd in their relative  
competitions that included teams from Bewdley 
High School, Stourport High School and  
Wolverley CE High School. We would like to 
congratulate our teams on their success.

Boys: Jakob Holland, Mass Neri, George Wilcox, 
Max Wilcox, James O’Neill, Peter Heraty, Jack 
Dunn

Girls: Holly Tandy Smith, Emily Davies, Erin Bell, 
Kara Kang, Maddie Taylor, Morgan Wright,  
Hettie Gough, Jorja Hope

Under 16 Girls basketball festival
At Wolverley C of E Secondary School our under 16 girls took part in a basketball festival where 
schools from around the Wyre forest district took part. Despite losing both of their games in the 
group stages the girls showed lots of  progress and enjoyed the event greatly.



24

On Wednesday 17th January, Mr Brunger and 
Mr Massingham took a squad of seven Year 11 
boys to the West Bromwich Albion Academy 
dome to compete in a five-aside tournament. 

Group stages

Ark St Albans 0 -0 King Charles I School

Alcester Grammar School 1 – 2 King Charles I 
School

King Charles 2-2 Trinity

Semi Final 

King Charles I School 3-1 Handsworth Grammar 
School 

Final

King Charles I School 2-2 Bishop Milner

King Charles I School won on penalties

King Charles won the tournament who hosted 
schools from all over the West Midlands. 

Academy coach Lawrence Roberts was invited 
in to award the students a trophy and two WBA 
home game tickets on the 15th February. Con-
gratulations to all students involved.

West Bromwich Albion

P.E

On Monday 12th February, 7 King Charles I 
School leaders organised and officiated  
dodgeball and New Age Kurling at the  
Bromsgrove School. The leaders worked with 
various primary school pupils with a range of 
abilities. It was a great event and a great day for 
the leaders to be part of. Well done to everyone 
involved. 

Hereford & Worcester Schools’ Cross 
Country Championship 2018:
Sanders Park, Bromsgrove Saturday 20th  
January

Six runners from King Charles I School qualified 
for the country cross-country championship. 
There was a good amount of success for those 
who qualified for the event with Chris Telling 
qualifying for the next stage after finishing 8th 
in the inter boys race. Lachlan Macphail and 
Anna Webber finished 10th and 12th  
respectively and are on the reserve list for the 
next stage of the championships. Our other 
runners in the event competed excellently and 
finished in respectable positions in what were 
difficult conditions in snow and wind. 

Winter School Games
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P.E

Are you feeling a little stressed at the moment? 

Are you feeling a little anxious about your exams?

Are you tired and feel your energy levels are low? 

Fear not……. 

The PE department at King Charles have recently introduced Yoga in to the curriculum and it’s a hit! 
Staff and students are keen to take part in Yoga and enjoy some of the mental and physical benefits 
it has to offer. 

- Improves your confidence

- Improves your focus and concentration

- Improves your memory

- Reduces your anxiety 

- Increases your flexibility 

- Increases your muscle strength and tone

- Improves your energy levels

Watch out for your unit of work and future clubs we will be offering. 

Yoga at King Charles 
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On Friday 16th February 2018, at the painful 
hour of 3:30am, the coach departed from King 
Charles I school to head to Manchester Airport, 
where a crowd of excited students and teachers 
would fly to Rome. After a quick flight, with 
incredible views of the snowy peaks of the Alps, 
we landed in Rome around midday. A coach 
took us to our hotel- Hotel Villa Rosa- where 
we freshened up before heading out to the 
medieval neighbourhood of Trastevere. This 
was our first taste of Italian culture and we all 
separated and found the nearest Pizzerias and 
gelato shops for some well-deserved food and 
an authentic Roman experience. 

After a much-needed night’s sleep, on Saturday 
at 9:00am we met with Francesca Di Marzo, 
who was to be our tour guide for the weekend. 
Enthusiastically, she gave us a detailed tour of 
the Vatican Museum, which was full of  
incredible paintings and history, followed by 
a short history of the Sistine Chapel, which we 
saw in its full glory. We then walked to St. Peter’s 
Chapel where we experienced the beauty of 
the Italian frescoes. We were given headphones 
to listen to Francesca educate us about Italian 
history. Then, we all walked along the river, past 
the Castel Sant’ Angelo and headed to Piazza 
Navona and the Pantheon for some free time. 
With a stretch of free time on our hands, we 
ate a quick lunch and found ourselves at the 
nearest Italian shopping street to spend our 
euros wisely. Later on, after an evening meal at 
the hotel, we took public transport to visit the 
magical Trevi fountain and impressive Spanish 
steps for the night. 

Rome 
It was an incredible photo opportunity as the 
fountain was beautifully lit and the steps were 
the perfect spot for group pictures. 

For our last full day in Rome, on Sunday, we 
had breakfast and headed to ancient Rome. 
As typical tourists, our highlight of the day 
was visiting the Colosseum which, despite the 
pouring rain, captivated everyone’s attention. 
We were reunited with Francesca who gave us 
the full tour of the Imperial Forums, Palatino 
and, of course, the Colosseum. After an exciting 
(yet damp) morning, we sadly bid our farewells 
to Francesca and walked to Piazza Venezia for 
our last bout of free time, where we spent our 
remaining euros on useful items, like crepes and 
an Italian McDonalds. By the evening, tiredness 
had set in but we were all determined to enjoy 
our last hours in Rome. Alongside packing up, 
some people visited the shop down the street 
and we all ate our final evening meal together, 
courtesy of the hotel.

Sadly, we departed from Rome, on Monday, 
catching a flight at 13:25pm from the airport. 
After a quick shop in duty free, and our last 
Italian meal, we boarded the plane for our  
journey home. Our Rome trip ended, as the 
coach pulled back into King Charles I School at 
7:00pm where we said our goodbyes and went 

home for a well-deserved sleep.

RE
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Road Safety

During February Year 7 & 8 students had a fantastic opportunity to take part in the ‘bikeability’ scheme 
run by Worcestershire County Council. Bikeability is the new cycle training for the 21st century,  
designed to give the next generation of children the skills and confidence to ride their bikes on 
today’s roads. To get their Bikeability award, students were instructed on how to ride their bikes to 
the Government-approved National Standard for Cycle Training, which sets out the training and skills 
essential for making cycling trips in today’s road conditions. The standard has been developed by 
over 20 organisations and is maintained by the professional body for cycle training, the Cycle Training 
Standards Board. Our students participated in Level 2, Level 3 and a hybrid course. Students  
thoroughly enjoyed the course and passed with flying colours.  

Bikeability
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Science

On Friday 16th March 2018 students from Year 
8 and 9 rounded off a fantastic Science week 
with a visit to the National Space Centre in 
Leicester. Students had the opportunity to learn 
the ordeals that astronauts go through in space 
flight in the UKs largest planetarium, look inside 
Thor-Able and Blue Streak – real rockets used in 
space exploration, complete tasks on “Tranquil-
lity Base” – a mock lunar base designed to show 
how it could be possible to live in space, and 
get hands on experience of hundreds of other 
interactive exhibits to learn about all aspects of 
the universe we live in. 

Science week – Space centre trip  
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In Science week, Year 7 had the opportunity to 
get up close and personal with some amazing 
animals. Zoolab bought in a range of  
vertebrates and invertebrates for student to 
handle and touch.  Amongst them were the 
Madagascan centipede, at 15 cm long that 
crawled so fast students had to hold it in pairs!  
They learnt how the tarantula can use its hairs 
as a weapon and how the albino snake sheds its 
skin.  The giant African Land snail was so large 
it needed water on its foot to ensure it did not 
dry out quickly.  Students were fascinated with 
the animals and it was a wonderful opportunity 
to see and touch some of the animals they have 
learnt about in the variation topic in science.

The Big Bang Fair 
On 100 Year 7 students had the opportunity 
to go to the Big Bang Science Fair at the NEC 
Birmingham as part of Science week at King 
Charles I School. 

Zoolab

Students were able to talk to those in the  
Science and Engineering industry and gain 
some hands on experience, ranging from  
building bridges to administering CPR.  

Student’s returned home with ideas about what 
they might want to do in the future and how 
science can help get them there!

Race for the Line
 Thursday 1st February 2018 Year 7 students 
took part in ‘Race for the Line’- a National 
competition run by The Learning Partnership. 
The competition marked 100 years of the Royal 
Air Force and Year of the Engineer. In design and 
Technology lessons, students were provided 
with the basic materials to design a rocket, 
which they then adapted as they wished with 
the aim of making their rocket the quickest 
in the school. On the race day, a member of 
The Army came to King Charles armed with 
light gates and an accelerometer to launch the 
students’ rockets. Students braved the weather 
to support their peers while the rockets were 
launched. We had some fantastic results with 
the fastest teams’ rocket reaching an impressive 
34.2mph! 



University Visit

On the 9th January 2018, 12 high attaining Year 
9 and 10 students attended the launch of ‘The 
Scholars’ programme at Nottingham University, 
along with eight other secondary schools. Stu-
dents then had a session on academic writing/
study skills, a tour of the campus, a question 
and answer session with current students and 
finally a tutorial with their PhD tutor who is 
from the University of Birmingham.

During their tutorial, the students were shown a 
research project, which they will be working on 
over the spring term; ‘Is palaeontology extinct?’ 
All of the students left Nottingham very excited 
and they are looking forward to their next six 
tutorials with their tutor. 

We look forward to seeing the students success-
fully graduate, following the submission of their 
final piece of work that will be graded.

Nottingham University  
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Year 12

Year 12 Wyre Forest Debate competition

A massive well done to our 3 Year 12 students, Grace Mernagh, Harmony Doswell and Cameron  
Darby who made it through to the final of the Wyre Forest debating competition, which was held at 
the Wyre forest council chambers and Judged by local Member of Parliament Mark Garnier.

The students were asked to comment on this experience and here is what they said:

The debate motion were given was:  

On balance, the people of Britain will prosper more if we have greater Free Trade arrangements with 
the rest of the world, rather than having tariff barriers to protect our own companies and workers 
from global competition. 

This was a completely unknown topic to us. There were weeks of preparation beforehand to get 
familiar with the topic as well as to gather information to support our side of the argument. Overall, 
this was the calmest and most straight forward of the whole experience. We worked as a team to 
structure our argument and prepared as much as we could, thinking about and preparing our own 
arguments and counter balance arguments.

At the debate, despite our preparation, we were all really nervous. The other schools seemed just as 
prepared as we were. The experience was overwhelming but we felt we achieved a lot from it. We put 
up a good fight and achieved second place out of all the secondary school within the Wyre Forest, 
and we could not have been prouder.  
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