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Headteacher 
Summer Statement  

As I approach the end of my fourth year as headteacher at King Charles I School I have 
been reflecting on the changes over that time. The school has continued to go from 
strength to strength and is now more popular than ever. We are looking forward to 
welcoming our largest ever Year 7 cohort and an increasing number of students in the 
sixth form. Our 2017 GCSE results placed us as the best school in the Wyre Forest and 
fourth best of all the secondary schools in Worcestershire. This represents a dramatic 
change from 2014 when we came twenty-first in Worcestershire. 

As I write this we are in the countdown to the end of the term and this school year. As 
always so much has happened and I hope that the newsletter produced each term has kept you up to date with the 
many events and successes of the year. 

There are three members of staff who will be leaving us at the end of term: Mr Parker (teacher of English), Mrs 
Thomas (UCAS and next steps co-ordinator/teacher of health and social care and technology) and Mr Panchal 
(teacher of maths). I would like to take this opportunity to say thank-you and wish them all every happiness and 
success in the future. 

The new term will see us welcome two new members of staff: Miss Adams (teacher of English) and Mr Conquest 
(teacher of English). I am delighted these members of staff have chosen to work at King Charles I School as I am 
very confident they will contribute significantly to the school’s improvement journey.

The school will close for students at 12.35pm on Friday 20th July. The school will re-open on Wednesday 5th 
September at 8.40am for all students in next year’s Years 7 and 12 and on Thursday 6th September at 8.40am for all 
students in next year’s Years 8, 9, 10, 11 and 13.

I would like to finish by reminding everyone of the new timings for the school day from 1st September 2018. We 
will be reducing tutor time on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 30 to 20 mins; increasing tutor time 
on Wednesdays from 15 to 20 mins; decreasing break time from 25 to 20 mins; decreasing lunchtime from 45 to 35 
mins; and having the same structure on all school days.

I wish you all a very happy summer break. I close by saying 

thank-you to the students and staff for all their many 

contributions to the life of the school this year and to the 

parents/carers for all their support of the school. 

Stephen Brownlow

Head teacher



Headteacher Awards A+

Year 7 
Amelia Hopkins: Computing and 
History

Sara Pascu: RE, German, English 
and Geography

Year 8
Lauren L’Enfant: Geography and PE

Charlotte Lawton: French, German, 
Science and History

James Anderson: RE and English

Year 9 
Rosie Chadwick: Science, Food 
Technology and French

Year 10 
Halima Khatun: Product Design and 
RE

Juliet Martin: Geography, French 
and German

Eden Fallon-Davies: English

Jenny Roberts: Maths 

Rosie Dearlove: Science

Year 12
Jamie Hughes: Business Studies and 
Geography

Keira Morris: Maths, Chemistry and 
Physics

Daisy Lewis: Maths and History 

Millie Donovan: English and  
Geography

Each term a number of  
students are awarded the 
headteacher award for 
nominations from several subjects 
for effort, outstanding work and 
resilience.
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GCSE Reforms
Why are GCSEs in England changing?

GCSE qualifications in England have been reformed to make them more demanding. This has been 
done so that students have the knowledge and skills they need to succeed in 21st century Britain, 
and to match those of their peers in high-performing education systems elsewhere in the world.

Why is the grading scale changing?

The new grading scale runs from 9 to 1 instead of A* to G, with 9 the highest grade. By 2020, all 
GCSEs in England will be graded using numbers instead of letters. 

The new scale will recognise more clearly the achievements of high-attaining students, as the 
additional grades allow for greater differentiation.

Changing from letters to numbers will also allow anyone – for example an employer – to see easily 
whether a student has taken a new, more challenging GCSE, or an old reformed GCSE.

What will be the impact on grades?

 The old and new GCSE grading scales do not directly compare but, as the 
diagram below shows, there are three points where they align:

• The bottom of grade 7 is aligned with the bottom of grade A;

• The bottom of grade 4 is aligned with the bottom of grade C; and

• The bottom of grade 1 is aligned with the bottom of grade G.

Although the exams will cover more challenging content, students will not 
be disadvantaged by being the first to sit the new GCSEs. Broadly the same 
proportion of students will get grades 1, 4 and 7 and above in any subject, as would have got G, C or 
A and above in the old grading system.

There will be fewer grade 9s awarded than the current A*, to identify exceptional performance.

What is considered a “standard” or “strong” pass?

The Department for Education recognises grade 4 as a “standard pass”, in all subjects. A grade 4 or 
above marks a similar achievement to the old grade C or above. It is a credible achievement for a 
young person that should be valued as a passport to future study and employment. 

Students who do not attain a grade 4 or above in English and maths must continue to study these 
subjects as part of their post-16 education. This requirement does not apply to other subjects.

Employers, universities and colleges will continue to set their own GCSE entry criteria.



Activities Week
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Activities week workshops

On the Friday of activities week, Year 7 spent 
the day finding out about different careers.  
They had workshops with local magistrates, the 
police and Energy Quest.

On Thursday of activities week, Year 9 spent the 
day looking at different career pathways. They 
met representatives from Kidderminster College 
to find out about the different courses they 
offer.  They also had the opportunity to find out 
about careers in the RAF and iRail.  

On Monday 2nd July 2018, 37 Year 7 students 
left King Charles I School to start their  
residential adventure at the Malvern Outdoor 
Elements Centre. Students took part in a 
variety of outdoor challenges such as; bridges, 
quad pole, kayaking, climbing walls and many 
more. All of these activities required students 
to overcome their fears and enabled them to 
experience challenges they may have not faced 
before. The students were a credit to the school 
and were able to show the staff how mature 
and independent they could be. A great few 
days. We hope you enjoyed them as much as 
we did!

On Monday 6th July, 193 excited Year 6 students 
embarked on a journey to Baggeridge  
Country Park, to participate in a team building 
and challenge day as part of their transition to 
King Charles I School. 

Throughout the day students experienced  
challenges such as low ropes, climbing walls 
and orienteering. They were encouraged to 
work as a team as they made new friends,  
problem solved and communicated with each 
other. 

Malvern Outdoor Centre 

Year 6 Baggeridge Country Park



Activities Week
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racing tyres that are so sticky that if you press 
the soles together, one will hang upside down 
off the other, and boy, do you need them!

The team building involved a series of activities 
designed to make them work as part of a team 
as well as to solve problems that they had not 
met before; how can you “roll” a tennis ball 
across a 20-metre yard when its 1 metre off the 
ground…and you cannot move? How do you 
get 4 people across the same yard by standing 
on 30cm dinner plates, when you only have 3 
of them?

Then it was onto the climbing, and within a few 
minutes, the sweat was beginning to flow and 
they were glad there were one metre deep mats 
to catch their fall.

They all had a fantastic time, and were,  
strangely, a lot quieter in the bus on the way 
back than they were on the way there!

(Rock and) Roll on next year!

Mr Wilkinson and Miss Warrington were  
extremely impressed with how hard working 
and motivated all students were and cannot 
wait to work with them in September.

Over 60 Y7 students went to Airspace in  
Wolverhampton on Wednesday 4th July 2018. 
Once fully briefed they got to experience the 
trampoline park completely by themselves.  
Students got the chance to show off their 
moves and have fun whether using the  
trampolines, playing dodgeball or using the 
football facilities. The students returned to 
school after a tiring but enjoyable day  
trampolining!

Seven Year 7 girls were spirited away to the 
heart of the Black Country for a day of brain-
aching team building and  
muscle-wrenching rock climbing.

Whilst most of them had climbed before, it was 
still a new experience, as they were given expert 
coaching and were wearing specialist climbing 
“sticky” boots, made from recycled Formula 1

Year 7 Airspace Trip

Year 7 Boulder Central 
Driving each other up the wall!



Activities Week
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Year 7 Worcester University Lakeside 
Campus

Eleven Year 7 students had a day out at 
University of Worcester Lakeside Campus during 
activities week.  The activities included stand 
up paddle boarding, kayaking and bush craft 
(fire lighting and den building). All students had 
a fantastic time and enjoyed the water sports, 
being able to splash around and learn some 
new skills.

As part of Activities Week 84 of our Year 8 
students visited the Alton Towers theme park 
in Staffordshire on Friday 6th July. The weather 
was gloriously hot and sunny and perfect for 
the water rides! We all had a fantastic day with 
many of our students (and some staff)  
braving rides such as the Smiler, Wicker Man 
and Galactica. Well done to all those who  
attended, behaviour was exemplary with  
everyone arriving back at the meeting point 
right on time.

14 students from Year 9 went to Airspace  
Trampolining Park in Wolverhampton. The  
students had a fantastic time and learnt lots of 
new skills including how to front and back flip. 
They also enjoyed having games of dodgeball 
and volleyball while bouncing on the  
trampolines and tackling obstacle courses.

Alton Towers Year 8 

Year 9 Air Space trip



Activities Week
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Year 9 trip to Alton towers 

Year 9 University of Worcester Trip

On the 2nd July 2018, 56 students from King Charles I School made their way to Alton towers. The
sun was beaming down and everyone was so excited. When we arrived, we were quickly registered
and then we were allowed to go anywhere we wanted. So, first my friends and I went straight to
the newest ride called the ‘wickerman’. Luckily, the queue was only half an hour; we screamed all
the way round, it was incredible! After, we started to walk towards the smiler; we ended up waiting
1 hour and 45 minutes, in that time I was terrified of going on it and I nearly chickened out but I
plucked up the courage and just did it. It was the most fantastic ride there. Afterwards I could not
stop smiling, we decided we would make contact with our inner child. We went to Cbeebies land and
saw Mr Tumble. We had a fabulous day and I think the teachers had a fun time too!

Emily Calvert

A group of Year 9 students attended an experience day at the University of Worcester. They had a
fantastic experience and turned their hand to activities they had never done before. They went
through a series of fitness tests to see how elite athletes test themselves, and then had a go at
wheelchair basketball and ultimate frisbee. All students were fully engaged throughout the day and
learnt ample new skills.



Art 
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Art Shows

During the summer term both GCSE and A level art students were working hard producing final 
pieces for their exam themes. Year 11 students were working to the theme of fragmentation, whilst 
Year 13 students grappled with the theme of freedom/limitations. Final pieces, along with their 
coursework and preparation work, were exhibited on the Hillgrove site in June. The art department 
would like to wish all students every success as they move on to further studies and opportunities, 
either at King Charles I School or elsewhere.



Careers

During the ‘Opening Doors Employer’ week, 
the Year 9 and 10 students had a chance to visit 
some of the local employers to see and hear 
what opportunities were available.  

The week started with visits to OGL and MFG 
solicitors.  The students enjoyed deconstructing 
the computers and we learnt a lot about 
becoming a solicitor.

The fire station trip was to have included a talk 
with the firefighters but unfortunately, about 
half an hour before our arrival they were called 
to a fire.  Still the students had a good look 
around and got to sit in a fire engine. 

Trips to the Safari Park and the police station 
went well.  Safari Park talked about the different 
departments and pointed out that it was not 
all about the animals there are far more jobs 
involved in running a park such as retail and 
hospitality.   

Stone Manor was a good trip and the students 
got to see what was involved in running a 
hotel and that there were many other jobs not 
just reception, such as event management for 
things like weddings and proms.  It proved a 
favourite as they force-fed the students muffins 
and fresh fruit.

Four students took up the invitation to visit 
Elements Hair and Media Make-up at  
Kidderminster College.  In Media makeup, the 
girls had great fun making their hands look 
like they had had a nasty accident.  Next, they 
practiced dressing up hair for a prom or special 
event.

A trip to Avensys medical was very interesting. 
The engineers discussed the many various jobs 
available and the ways into the industry.  They 
were particularly interested in the training that 
involved a six-month stay in Florida.  

The trips have allowed the students to 
see the many varied jobs available. Many 
apprenticeships are available which can lead to 
some very exciting jobs.

11

Opening Doors 
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Careers

Royal Military Academy

On Thursday 24th May, 12 Year 10 girls attended the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. The 
day consisted of inspirational talks by women in science and technology roles, followed by an 
opportunity to visit stands and exhibits showcasing the wide variety of roles available to those who 
study and excel in STEM subjects. Students also had the opportunity to meet helicopter pilots, ask 
questions and sit in helicopters, as well as try on a bomb disposal suit and use virtual reality headsets. 
The girls who attended all had a great time and even managed to bag a few freebies!
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Charity Events

We had an excellent week supporting Crackerjacks 
first Children’s Disability Awareness Week during  
Monday 21st to Friday 25th May 2018. As a school, a 
number of disability sport activities took place along 
with assemblies to raise awareness of the charity 
and some of the challenges that children with  
disabilities have to face. The PE department at King 
Charles I School ran activities including; seated  
volleyball; wheelchair volleyball; blind football; wheelchair basketball and New Age Kurling. All 
activities were extremely well attended.The school also held a non-uniform day on Friday 8th June, 
where we challenged students to wear odd shoes. We raised over £600 and the charity were thrilled 
with our efforts.

This year has seen another excellent effort by our students, staff and parents/carers to support a 
range of charities, raising over £5,000. Every year we will continue to raise money for a number of 
excellent causes including cancer related charities as these hold poignant reminders of close friends, 
family and students. This year the charities have included:

• QE Fighting Skin Cancer Appeal (further information can be found at https://www.qehb.org/
skincancer); and 

• Macmillan Cancer support  (further information can be found at https://www.macmillan.org.uk); 
and

• Teenage cancer trust (further information can be found at https://www.teenagecancertrust.org.uk); 
and

• Crackerjacks charity (further information can be found at www.crackerjacks.org.uk); and   

• SENSE (further information can be found at www.sense.org.uk); and

• Purple Wings (further information can be found at www.purplewings.org.uk); and 

• Worcestershire Homelessness appeal; and 

• Charities supported by Children in Need and Sport Relief.

Crackerjacks Disability Awareness

Charities 2017/2018
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Charity Events

Easter egg collection

For Easter, the community and King Charles I students came together and collected 172 Easter eggs 
that were then donated to both Acorns Children’s Hospice in Worcester and the Children’s ward in 
Russells Hall Hospital in Dudley. This has been the third successful year of collecting Easter eggs as a 
school and giving back to less fortunate children. We thank everyone who donated!

Sport Relief

During the Sport Relief week, 2018 there were many activities on both school sites and fantastic 
involvement from the King Charles I School students. Over the course of the week there were 
competitions ranging from a Plank off, to a football ‘Keepie Uppie’ challenge. The winners of the 
various events were:

1km Rowing - Ben Palmer (10Q2), 

Plank Off - Lydia Pearson (7B2), 

Hoops Challenge - Ty Ahmed (8B2) and Cameron Bushell-Burrows (8Q1), 

Sit up Challenge – Matt Parker (11B2)

Keepie Uppies – Ben Raban (10C2). 

In addition to this, during the week, several members of staff took to the fitness suite to cycle over 
100 miles for sport relief. They were able to manage an amazing distance of 146.8 miles! Well done to 
all those staff and students who got involved!



Communication Centre
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On Tuesday 17th May 9 students in Year 10 and 11 who study the life skills ‘ASDAN’ qualification 
visited Hereford. In order to complete a unit they were required to visit two contrasting places within 
a town or city. They visited Hereford Odeon cinema where they had their own private screening of 
Jumanji 2: Welcome to the Jungle and then a tour of the projection room. They then walked through 
Hereford City centre to the ‘Weeping Window’ poppy display at Hereford Cathedral and the related 
displays inside the Cathedral. It was a great day and students gained a great deal from both  
experiences, entertained at the cinema and a very thoughtful and reflective time at the Cathedral. 

Hereford



Computing

On Thursday 10th May, budding Year 10 & 12 computer science students attended a Computer 
Games Expo at the University of Derby. 

We started the day with a brief introduction to the ambassador team who study a variety of subjects 
at the university. We were then taken on a guided tour of the computer science department which 
featured many high performance PCs available to the students; we were also fortunate enough to 
see animation studios, production studios, an automotive workshop and many other of the amazing 
facilities. 

We then worked our way over to the main site and explored the sporting department, which 
featured a rock-climbing wall. 

After a quick lunch, students were learning about life at the university and explored VR headset 
games, emerging games into the market and even got to meet the developers of “Worms”. 
The day concluded with a talk from a guest speaker from playground games, showing us how 
computer games are created from start to finish, telling us about the different jobs which have to be 
done along the way. Students were a credit to the school. We hope to return next year with our next 
group of computer science students.

16
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Duke of Edinburgh

As a result of The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme at King Charles I School the following child in 
Malawi, through Friends of Sick Children in Malawi, has been assessed and fitted with a wheelchair.   

Meet Cedrick who is almost 6 years old.  He lives with his parents in Jonathan Village, T/A Kapeni in 
Blantyre District, Malawi, SE Africa. Cedrick had a normal birth but was born with a condition known 
as Microcephaly, characterized by a small head. He has delayed developmental milestones. He has 
been carried everywhere but due to an increase in his weight, his family have been struggling so 
he is at home most of the time. He has been denied access to school because of his condition and 
lack of mobility. His friends visit him at his home but most of the time he is alone because of lack of 
mobility. 

His new wheelchair, made to fit his needs, has changed his and his family’s life. The wheelchair 
secures him a place at school and allows him to socialize with his peers.  The chair relieves his parents 
and family from carrying him. His parents have been trained in how to care for the wheelchair and 
want to thank everyone responsible for this precious gift…… which they still cannot believe they 
received!

Friends of Sick Children in Malawi (FOSCiM) is a UK registered charity and part of a project to  
establish and develop paediatrics in Malawi.

Alexis M Cowie, Trustee, Friends of Sick Children in Malawi           www.friendsofsickchildreninmalawi.org

Duke of Edinburgh
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Duke of Edinburgh

Duke of Edinburgh

We have had a busy year this year. 12 Year 9 students and 24 Year 10 students completed their Bronze 
Award expeditions in the Wyre Forest and on Wenlock Edge. Along with, 8 Year 12 students who have 
completed their Silver Award expedition on Long Mynd and in the Forest of Dean. 

This year, for a change, they were battling with the heat rather than the rain, which is more 
exhausting! They showed great strength of character and determination in these tough conditions. 
Most of the students were still smiling at the end! 

We were very impressed with all the students that took part this year and they should be very 
pleased with the effort and determinations they showed on expedition.
We are all very proud of you. Well done!



We have had six author visits since September 
including award-winning novelists, non-fiction 
writers and even a boxing poet. Students in 
Year 7 to 12 have enjoyed author presentations 
and a large number have been involved in a 
variety of workshops.  We have also invited 
a number of Year 5 students from our feeder 
schools and during transition week, our new 
Year 7 students enjoyed a visit too. Author visits 
always create a buzz among the students and 
many enjoy buying a signed copy of their latest 
novel. We have many more visits planned for 
next year including David Massey, Spoz and the 
Dreadlock Alien and Matt Dickinson.

Here is a student review of one of the authors 
who has visited us this term: 

On Tuesday 3rd July 2018, the very talented 
author Alan Gibbons visited King Charles I 
School to teach us about what it is like to be 
a writer and inspired many of us to take up 
something we would not normally want to 
do. He also shared with us his life story, which 
was told with great enthusiasm and used 
comedy to make it more entertaining. While 
telling the story of “little Red Riding Hood” he 
described the wolf as a “transvestite, cannibal” 
which made everyone laugh. The author, 
who has written 70 books over his career, had 
breached the generation gap, which made his 
assembly more interesting. Published writers 
that have visited previously have never been 
as fascinating, intriguing to listen to as Mr 
Gibbons.

Emily Calvert and Emily Rae Jones

Author Visits

English
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Prize winning children’s author Harriet  
Goodwin visited King Charles I School during 
the transition week, where our new Year 7 
intake for September 2018 and  our current Year 
7 students were treated to some wonderful 
opera singing from Harriet, who is also a trained 
classical singer.

Harriet’s talk focused on what inspired her to 
write her stories: this included a very strange 
dream and the story behind the treasure hoard 
discovered at Sutton Hoo. She then explained 
how she developed her initial ideas into  
complete, published novels. 

The talks were followed by creative writing 
workshops in which Harriet taught the students 
‘how to make their writing sing’, with  
particular focus on the opening lines of a story 
and choosing the perfect verb. Progress made 
from the first drafts to the second were amazing 
to see as the students enthusiastically shared 
their endeavours with the rest of the group.

Author Visit by Harriet Goodwin



English
Visit by Author David Massey June 18th 
2018

On Monday 18th June, we received a visit from 
local author David Massey and his wife Debi. 
David is an award-winning author of three 
novels: ‘Torn’, ‘Taken’ and ‘Bone Surfers’, all 
aimed at young adults. He currently works 
for Birmingham City University as a senior 
technician in film, television and radio 
production. Debi has worked in radio for many 
years.

David talked to Year 10 and Year 8 students 
about how he became inspired to write novels 
set in Africa and the theme of conflict, which 
is found in both ‘Torn’ and ‘Taken’; he also 
revealed  why he decided to set his third novel 
‘Bone Surfers’, in the Paris catacombs.  He then 
talked the students through the writing process 
from planning through to editing – all skills 
the students are familiar with in their English 
lessons. The Year 8 session finished with a 
question and answer session that produced 
thoughtful questions from many students.
David and Debi also conducted a Year 12 
creative writing workshop: the students worked 
together to produce a whole host of ideas 
inspired by David’s stimuli and guidance before 
beginning the drafting process.

It was a thoroughly enjoyable and worthwhile 
experience for all staff and students involved.

20

On Friday 18th May, King Charles I School was 
privileged to have a visit from Birmingham’s 
Poet Laureate (and professional boxer) Matt 
Windle.

He began the day with a lively and inspiring 
Year 7 assembly, which included a ‘freestyle’ 
poem he composed live in the hall; it included 
several students’ names along with ‘difficult to 
rhyme’ words suggested by the students: it was 
received with rapturous applause from staff as 
well as students.

Matt also discussed the planning and editing 
process with the students, emphasising the  
importance of both to the success of any  
written work. He demonstrated a ‘word-burst’ 
on a flip chart to encourage students to quickly 
jot down all the words that ‘burst’ into their 
heads when tackling any creative task.

A poetry-writing workshop followed, in which 
a selected group of students were guided 
through the planning and editing process  
step-by-step; the students surprised themselves 
with how quickly they were able to create a 
poem following Matt’s hints and tips.

Moving to Hillgrove, Matt worked with a Year 10 
English class; again, he took them through the 
crucial planning and editing process but also 
explored the themes of power and conflict, the 
focus of their GSCE English Literature poetry 
cluster: some thought-provoking poetry began 
to take shape.

The day concluded with a Year 9 assembly 
enjoyed very much by all those present.

Visit by Poet Matt “Man” Windle May 
18th 2018



On Friday 23rd March and Wednesday 28th 
March, a wide selection of Year 8 students had a 
presentation from an ambassador for the Royal 
Geographic Society (RGS). Students learnt why 
the guest speaker went down the path of  
studying geography and gave persuasive 
arguments towards studying geography as it 
appears all around us and has many  
transferable skills. Students were inspired by 
the trips the RGS speaker had done and learnt 
about geothermal power in Iceland and erosion 
on the Holderness coast. The students then 
went on to come up with ideas on how tectonic 
processes can lead to earthquakes and the 
associated problems this can bring. Students 
finished the session by presenting back to the 
group a quick little rhyme, rap or song on what 
they know about tectonic activities.

Year 10 geographers attended a field trip to 
Carding Mill Valley in Shropshire, we studied the 
river and how it changed following the courses 
of the river as we travelled downstream and 
observing traits of each course.

In the upper course, we noticed an abundance 
of waterfalls and just how very narrow and  
shallow the water was in the valley that we had 
travelled up. In groups, we measured the width 
and depth of the river. As we continued back 
down the valley, we noticed the river becoming 
increasingly wider and having a faster velocity 
than before. In the lower course of the river, we 
noticed that it was wider and a little deeper 

Ambassador for the Royal Geographic  
Society visit

Birmingham Urban Change

than before. We then took a short journey up to 
an artificial dam showing human modification 
of rivers and then the day concluded with Mr 
Busby showing an alternative way to measure 
velocity using a dye in the river and an ice-
cream break with hungry on looking sheep.

Year 10 geographers attended a trip to see how 
housing quality changed with distance from 
the centre of Birmingham. Students collected 
data on properties starting in the north of 
Birmingham in Sutton Four Oaks, and worked 
their way south to Kingstanding, passing 
through Lozells and then into Millennium 
Point, where they then walked through the 
city learning about urban redevelopments that 
had taken place through Birmingham’s history, 
passing through Birmingham Art and History 
museum along the way. Students got to see the 
delights of the Bullring, the mailbox, the canal 
network and the green walls of New Street 
Station. 

21

Carding Mill Valley

Geography



Geography

Year 12 Geography field trip

Year 12 geography students have been on a residential trip to North Wales (9th to 12th July). 
Activities included: a beach management study at Dinas Dinas; an urban investigation in Llandudno; 
a succession survey on Morfa Harlech sand dunes and perception of place study at Cwm Idwal. 

22



Library
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The summer term marks the end of a very busy year for the library.

Year 9 students have been taking part in our ‘Reading Ladder’ scheme all year: they have been 
reading a minimum of two books per term and completing a quiz on each book to demonstrate 
their knowledge and understanding: points are awarded for each completed quiz. Books read have 
included those from our Reading Ladder list, library books, books from home as well as books read 
during reading or English lessons. We have awarded termly prizes to the students with the highest 
point scores, and the end of this term will see many more prize-winners in recognition of the high 
value we place on reading for pleasure here at King Charles I School. 

Our top readers this year are:

Aj Smith   Leah Ballard Leah Hickman Sydney Ashdown 

Maddie Rycroft Victoria Staples Alex Tyler

Since January 2018, each tutor group has received a ‘Reading Update’ on a Friday morning.  This 
includes a top Friday read, as well as a book recommended by a student and a staff member. Updates 
on the Reading Ladder are also included as well as news relating to competitions and forthcoming 
events.

We are already looking forward to another busy year of reading and will be promoting the following 
books from the crime and detective genre in the autumn term:

Shelter: A Micky Bolitar Novel by Harlen Coben

Follow Me Back by A.V. Gieger

Along came a Spider by James Patterson

Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie

One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Arthur Conan Doyle

These Shallow Graves by Jennifer Donnelly

Library

Reading Updates
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On Borrington. Year 7 and Year 8 students follow the Accelerated Reader programme and these are 
our top performers:

Year 8 Word Count Top 3

Lawton, Charlotte  3,105,298 

Drew, Rebecca  2,127,850 

Philpotts, Maddison  2,089,881

Top reader: most quizzes with over 75% accuracy

Charlotte Lawton

Word millionaires:

Lawton, Charlotte  3,105,298 Drew, Rebecca  2,127,850 Philpotts, Maddison 32,089,881 Hyde, Bethan 
1,823,999 Csanadi, Leticia  1,535,089 Simms, Daniel  1,144,451 Eastwood, Megan  1,041,734 Khatun, 
Haajarah

Year 7 word count:

Raxter, Daniel  3,400,211 

Moore, Amber-Marie  1,990,439 

Christopher, Holly  1,716,515

Top reader: most quizzes with over 75% accuracy

Daniel Raxter

Word millionaires:

Raxter, Daniel  3,400,211 Moore, Amber-Marie  1,990,439 Christopher, Holly  1,716,515 Whittle, Jonah  
1,113,498 Ireland, Ryan  1,060,241 Ireland, Connor

Accelerated Reader

Library
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Mathematics +-

In late June, a group of King Charles I School 
Sixth Form mathematicians and further  
mathematicians went to experience a typical 
day as a maths undergraduate at Birmingham 
University.

This involved experiencing lectures at one of 
the best universities in England and taking part 
in workshops where they could see different 
applications of mathematics in mechanics and 
statistics.

In July, the department also took the current 
Year 12 mathematicians to visit Worcester  
University to explore the application of  
mathematics to cryptography. This is a topic 
which is full of number theory and history and 
will involve using an online mathematics  
package to explore the topic further. 

Mathematics visit to Birmingham & 
Worcester University

Thirty of our most gifted and talented 
mathematicians from Years 7 and 8 recently 
took part in UKMT’s Junior Maths Challenge. 
The challenge is a national competition 
whereby approximately 4,000 schools in the 
UK take part each year. The 1-hour long paper 
contains highly challenging multiple choice 
problem questions; it is split into three sections- 
questions 1-15 where there is no deduction of 
marks for incorrect answers, questions 16-20 
whereby pupils are deducted 1 mark for an 
incorrect answer and questions 21- 25 whereby 
pupils are deducted 2 marks for an incorrect 
answer. 

The maths department are pleased to report 
an excellent set of results this year; pupils are 
awarded Gold, Silver or Bronze certificates if 
they score above the respective thresholds- 
only 40% of participants receive certificates 
nationally. Our headlines are as follows:-

Gold: 2 students

Silver: 11 students

Bronze: 16 students

Best in school: Daniel Raxter

Best in Year 7: Daniel Raxter

Best in Year 8: Charlotte Lawton

Congratulations to all those who took part 
and particularly to those who won certificates- 
this is an outstanding achievement. A special 
congratulations to Charlotte Lawton and Daniel 
Raxter for their achievement. Daniel Raxter has 
made it through to the next round and we are 
currently awaiting his results! Well done!

Junior Maths Challenge 2018
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MFL

As part of a national award scheme, our Year 10 
Language Leaders have been hard at work  
promoting languages within school.  In April 
they organised 2 successful film evenings  
showing a French film: Joyeaux Noёl and a 
German film: Es ist ein Elch entsprungen.  More 
recently they have meticulously planned and 
delivered lessons to our younger pupils.  These 
have included French and German lessons as 
well as taster sessions in Romanian and  
Macedonian.  All lessons were very well  
received and demonstrated the linguistic  
abilities and teaching skills of our Year 10.

A huge congratulations to those who have now 
completed their award;  Ryan Cahill, Lauren 
Chambers, Octavian Cocioaba, Abigail Fox,  
Juliet Martin, Daisy Mawby, Gorgi Makazliev, 
Sian Meredith, Mass Neri, Jack Stokes,  
Madelaine Taylor, Emily Thomas.

We will be recruiting another group of  
Language Leaders in September.

Language Readers

69 Year 9 students were lucky enough to spend 
Activities Week in sunny Paris.  Students and 
teachers had a fantastic time sampling French 
culture and food.  Highlights included visits 
to the Palace of Versailles; the Eiffel Tower; the 
Louvre; Montmartre and the Sacré Coeur; Choco 
Story; a museum all about chocolate; a boat ride 
down the Seine on a Bateau Mouche; shopping 
on the Champs Élysées and of course, a day at 
Disneyland Paris.  There was even time to watch 
England beat Colombia in the World Cup. On 
the Thursday evening, we even had the chance 
to have a lovely picnic where the students were 
served by the staff and we all ate a lot of food 
and French specialities! Students were a credit 
to King Charles I School.

Paris 2018



Paris 2018
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P.E

King Charles I School Year 7 students have 
recently had the opportunity to improve their 
cycling skills. We have been lucky to have a 
programme of cycling delivered by a Midlands 
cycling coach. Engagement has been fantastic 
and the students have learnt a vital life skill.

Any students wanting to get further involved in 
cycling outside of school, they should go to the 
Stourport Cycling Club on a Friday evening. 

On Saturday 9th June 2018, 4 Year 11 and 1 Year 
10, King Charles I School students represented 
the Wyre forest at the County Athletics 
Competition. Some smashing results from all of 

British Cycling Go-Ride

County Athletics – Saturday 9th June

Anna Webber placed 1st in the 1500m. 

Chris Telling placed 1st in the Hammer and 2nd 
in the discus. 

Lachlan MacPhail placed 2nd in the 1500m. 

Dan Kimber placed 1st in the 800m. 

Jorja Hope placed 2nd in the 200m and 3rd in 
the 100m.

A set of fantastic achievements! Congratulations 
to these students who went on to represent the 
County at the Masons Trophy.

On Friday 23rd March, 15 King Charles I School 
dancers from Year 7 to Year 11 performed 
at the Wyre Forest Dance festival at Baxter 
College. The Year 7 & 8 group performed a 
contemporary piece to Ed Sheeran ‘photograph’, 
while the Year 10 BTEC Dance group performed 
a Jazz piece to ‘BBC Big Band Sing Sing Sing’. 
Maddy Beech and Holly Fisher performed two 
incredible solos that were their examination 
pieces. Well done to all involved, you were fab!

Dancefest Dance Festival
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On Wednesday 20th June, 7 King Charles I 
School students attended a Multi-Lingual 
festival at the University of Worcester. The day 
was a fantastic celebration of the diverse range 
of languages taught at schools throughout 
Worcestershire. The day involved the students 
been taught by the PGCE physical education 
teacher from the University who put on a range 
of athletic events with a twist, for example; the 
high jump was practised through the means of 
jumping up to hit a piñata. The students had a 
fantastic day and integrated well with the other 
students from other schools. 

On Friday 11th May, 16 students from King 
Charles I School led various athletics activities 
to local primary school children from across 
the Wyre Forest. This event was targeted at 
the less active primary school students and 
enabled them to experience athletics activities 
they may not have had a go at before such 
as the hammer, long jump and javelin. A very 
successful event. Well done to all involved.

On Tuesday 22nd May, King Charles I School 
leaders teamed up with Haybridge leaders to 
deliver, coach and lead tennis activities at the 
Wyre Forest Tennis Festival. All leaders were in 
charge of coaching, umpiring and scoring for 
local primary schools across the Wyre Forest. 
Well done to all involved a very successful day.

P.E

Multi-lingual Festival  

Athletics Leadership Event

Tennis Leadership



P.E

29

On Friday 4th May, 17 students from King 
Charles I School led various golf-based activities 
to local primary school children from the 
Kidderminster and Wolverley area. Over 80 
primary school students attended the event 
along with 40 leaders from KC1 and Wolverley 
High School. A very successful event. Well done 
to all involved. 

16 students from King Charles I School were 
selected to represent at the Wyre Forest OAA 
competition. All students were required to 
navigate themselves around an orienteering 
course using a map, picking up information 
from key points along the way. The King 
Charles I School Year 8 team finished 3rd and 
went through to represent the Wyre Forest at 
the Summer School Games. Well done to all 
students that took part and big congratulations 
to the Year 8 team consisting of: Jack Reynolds, 
Sam Shaverin, Ella Vaux-Harvey and Charlotte 
Lawton.

As the academic year draws to a close we would 
like to take a look back upon the success of the 
re-launched house system. Miss Knowles, Mr 
Males and Mr Panchal have been extremely 
impressed by pupil dedication, pride and 
participation throughout the year across a wide 
variety of different house events. 

We must recognise the house representatives 
who have organised their teams for both 
academic, sporting and charitable events 
throughout the year. Their commitment has 
contributed to the success of the system re-
launch and we thank them for this.  

Recognition must also be given to every pupil 
who has participated in the array of events over 
the academic year. We have seen a countless 
number of cakes baked, miles rowed, hoops 
scored, quizzes won, dodgeballs dodged, 
goals scored, puzzles solved, creations created, 
photographs captured, loses, wins and most 
importantly team work achieved.

Tri Golf Leadership Event

Orienteering Competition

Summer House Round Up
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Our most recent results include a win for each 
house which adds to the ever growing points 
totals; Year 7 Basketball – Blounts 0 – 8 Chads, 
Year 8 Rounders – Chads 5 – 4.5 Queens, Year 10 
Rounders – Blounts 2 – 6 Queens. 

Sports Day

Before the end of term every pupil will compete 
for his or her house in Zoneball, Rounders or 
Football. Each team will earn points for a loss, 
draw or win which will contribute to the final 
sports day totals. Due to the high volume of 
participation the points achieved during sports 
day events could see Blounts being crowned 
this years champions or it could see Chads 
or Queens overtaking them and taking poll 
position. 

We look forward to starting over again next year 
with even bigger competitions on offer for all 
pupils to enter. 

Thank you for a superb year.

On Thursday 14th June, 4 King Charles I School 
students represented the Wyre Forest at the 
Summer School Games. Twenty-one teams 
competed, with King Charles I School placing 
6th. The result was extremely close with only 
30seconds between 3rd and 6th place. Well 
done to Ella Vaux-Harvey, Sam Shaverin, Jack 
Reynolds and Charlotte Lawton. A smashing 
effort!

King Charles I School competed in an athletics 
event held at Stourport athletics track. We took 
two teams consisting of 6 girls and 6 boys from 
Years 8 and 9. The Year 8 team came 5th in their 
age group with a combined total of 986 points. 
Students who claimed a position on the day 
were:

Cameron Titley 1st in 100m 

Jack Baggot 3rd in 200m 

Isabelle Evans 3rd in Shot Putt 

The Year 9 team came in 4th in their age group 
with a combined total of 1090 points. Students 
who claimed a position on the day were:

Jack Arens 3rd in 300m race

Leah Ballard 3rd in Javelin 

Joe Meese 2nd in Shot Putt

Summer School Games

Super 6 Athletics
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One of the few remaining sports fixtures this 
academic year was the Team Athletics event, 
which took place on Friday 29th June at 
Stourport Athletics Track. King Charles I School 
entered 6 teams consisting of Year 7 girls, Year 
7 boys, Year 8 girls, Year 8 boys, Year 9 and 10 
girls and Year 9 and 10 boys. Plenty of success 
was had on the day with our Year 8 boys and 
girls coming 2nd overall in their age groups and 
our Year 7 girls coming 3rd overall in their age 
group. Individual successes on the day came 
from: 

Year 7 girls 

Isabelle Frater 1st Shot 

Alisha Lee 2nd Shot 

Ishbel MacPhail 1st Discus 

Natalie Morgan 2nd 800m 

Year 7 boys

Ethan Clarke 1st 100m and 1st Javelin 

Tyler Trow 3rd High Jump 

Year 8 girls 

Kiera Hope 2nd Discus, 

Georgia Hickinbottom 3rd Javelin 

Year 8 boys 

Cameron Bushell Burrows 1st 800m 

Alex Adams 1st Shot Putt 

Jack Baggott 3rd Discus 

Team Athletics

P.E

Year 9/10 girls 

Jorja Hope 1st 200m with a PB 

Eden Fallon Davies 3rd Shot Putt 

Year 9/10 boys  

Jack Polley 1st Discus

Aaron Hackett 3rd Javelin 

Luke Ferrante 1st High Jump, 3rd Relay 

Thank you to all of the pupils that participated 
in the event and helped support and encourage 
their fellow classmates. 

Final leadership event of the year

On Friday 13th July, 27 leaders from King 
Charles I School supported at Comberton 
Primary School’s sports day. Students were 
required to demonstrate, lead and support a 
variety of traditional track and field events. All 
of the leaders have been a real credit to King 
Charles I School this year and I would like to 
thank them for their continued hard work and 
effort. I look forward to working with you all 
next year. Well done!

Comberton sports day
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Kieran has taken part in the following events since September 2017, with great success in the martial 
arts arena.

October 2017

LTSI English Opens 2017: Gold for Continuous Sparring and Gold for Patterns

November 2017

Ikkaido SEN championships: Gold for Patterns and Gold for special technique

Interclub Competition: Gold for Patterns and Gold for continuous sparring

December 2017

Kieran awarded Young competitor of the year award for the club

March 2018

EMAP Open championships: Gold for Point sparring and Silver for individual patterns

Kieran also completed a kick challenge where he had to complete 1000 kicks in a week in aid of a  
Leukaemia charity. A real credit to King Charles I School.

Success for Kieran Hodgson 

32
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Rewards Trips

On Friday 27th April 50 Year 7 students 
attended a rewards visit to the Sealife Centre in 
Birmingham. Despite the wind and rain, they 
had a fantastic time in the centre enjoying a 
guided tour and rock pool experience. The 
penguins proved a real favourite and they learnt 
some amazing new facts about them. Another 
highlight of the visit was the Ocean Tunnel 
where they were able to see Molokai, the 20 
stone giant green sea turtle as well as the black 
tip reef sharks. All agreed it was a great day out! 

In March, thirty students from Year 8 went on 
a rewards trip to London. We had an amazing 
day and went on the London Eye; we had a 
tour around the Houses of Parliament in the 
afternoon. Although it was cloudy, we still had 
great views from the London Eye. The Houses of 
Parliament tour was an interesting experience, 
and it was a great chance to learn all about the 
exciting history of the building as well as the 
everyday life within the House of Commons 
and the House of Lords. It was a long day, but 
everyone had a great experience and a great 
day out!

Charlotte Lawton

In April this year 46 Year 9 students were 
invited on their rewards visit.  They travelled at 
8.00am down to Bristol in order to have a day 
filled withscience.  Whilst there they had the 
opportunity to view one of the planetarium 
shows exploring the solar system in 3D using 

Year 7 rewards trip to the Sealife centre  

Year 8 rewards trip to London

movements of the Sun, Moon and stars.  They 
also had the opportunity to assist in solving a 
crime and think about possible careers working 
with forensics in a DNA Detectives workshop.  
In the workshop students were able to use gel 
electrophoresis to separate DNA digested with 
restriction enzymes, resulting in distinctive 
genetic ‘fingerprints’ that enabled them to 
distinguish between the individuals. It was a 
great day.

On the 25th April 2018 students from Year 
10 were taken to the National Space Centre 
in Leicester as a reward for their excellent 
behaviour and effort in school. Students had 
the opportunity to climb inside rockets that 
had been in space, experience what astronauts 
have to go through as part of their training 
and realise the complexities of satellite 
communication and weather prediction. 

Year 9 rewards trip to ‘We the curious’

Year 10 rewards trip to the National 
Space Centre
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Science

After a very successful Year 7 rocket car ‘Race 
for the Line’ event sponsored by Dendrite, King 
Charles I School achieved an entry into the 
region finales, which were to be held at the RAF 
Cosford Museum on the 2nd May 2018.

The day arrived and the team, comprising 
Izabela Crislea, Poppy Abel, Lydia Pearson and 
Holly Limbrick departed for the event with 
the support of Mr Jefferson, Mr Hardy and Mrs 
Sheward

After the administration duties were taken 
care of the team settled down to, discuss the 
strategies and timetable for the day’s event. 
Mr Jefferson went through some last minute 
design and manufacturing technics, including 
aerodynamics and the use of paper based 
bearings to reduce friction.

As the clock counted down to the start time, 
the girls were eager to start. Once the horn 
sounded, the girls broke down into two teams 
and split the tasks into main body design and 
axle, wheel and bearing manufacture.

As the teachers were instructed not to offer 
direct support, Mr Hardy and Mrs Sheward, who 
supported the team and ensured that all tasks 
were carried out in-line with H&S guidelines, 
carried this mantle.

Once completed and assembled the car had to 
pass scrutiny to ensure no guidelines or safety 
issues were identified, with great satisfaction 
and pride, the car ‘Cheetahs’ passed scrutiny first 
time. Now the waiting started before the rocket 
cars could be launched.

Trying to achieve 1000mph: Race for  
the Line

Eventually, all 48 cars made it onto the two-
safety lines and bang, after a countdown the 
cars launched in pairs, the timings recorded and 
that time was then calculated into a speed.

Unfortunately, the team could not quite match 
their previous success and a top three finish was 
just out of reach. As the competition comprised 
the top 48 winning teams from all the schools in 
the region, to achieve the finals is testament to 
the teams understanding of Science, Math and 
especially Technology.

A special thankyou from Mr Jefferson and the 
support team goes to the girls, whose focus and 
behaviour was noted on the day by organisers. 
The national finals were just a race too far, let us 
all look forward to a new challenge for 2018-
2019.



Sixth Form

The Year 12 students had the amazing  
opportunity this year to take part in the Young 
enterprise programme. The students had to 
set up and run their own business, they started 
off by raising revenue to get them started 
and then took it from there by developing 
ideas, assigning job roles within the team and 
setting about manufacturing and marketing 
their products. The students decided on three 
products: a fridge plant magnet, tennis ball 
novelty holder and a multipurpose mobile 
phone charging station and desk tidy, these 
products were sold at trade fayres, school 
events and an online marketing site.  At the 
end of the programme, four of the students 
attended a sparkling awards evening where 
they had to present their business concept to 
a panel of judges and it was pleasing that the 
Year 12 won an award for the best teamwork.  A 
huge well done to the Year 12 young enterprise 
team for demonstrating such a dedicated and  
enthusiastic work ethic and hopefully are now 
all budding entrepreneurs.

Year 12 Young enterprise
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It is a happy and a sad time for our Year 13 
students sad because they finally leave King 
Charles I School after 7 years but also very 
happy as they all get to move on to the next 
exciting chapter in their lives be it university, 
apprenticeships or employment.

The Year 13 leavers celebrated in style dressed 
up to the nines to be taken by coach to a secret 
location. They all enjoyed a delicious sit down 
meal, disco and awards ceremony at the very 
beautiful Dunsley Hall Hotel in Kinver, we had 
an evening of gorgeous sunshine and hopefully 
helped make some happy memories of the final 
time all of them would be together. 

Good luck Year 13 you have been an amazing 
year group and we wish you all the very best in 
the future.

Year 13 Dinner Dance

Sixth Form
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Students from Year 13 chemistry went to 
Birmingham University on 24th April 2018 to 
enjoy a lecture held by the Royal Society of 
Chemistry. The students were given guidance 
in physical chemistry by Dr Maryjane Tremayne. 
The lecture focused on common errors seen 
in the maths questions they will expect to see 
in their upcoming A Levels, and also how this 
will go on to help them if they pursue a science 
degree in the future.

Our Year 7 and Year 8 students attended 
Bristol University as part of the launch to their 
scholars programme. This was the first time the 
students had visited a University, they walked 
around the grounds, visited the library and 
contributed to a master class and study skills 
session. All students left very excited, looking 
forward to furthering their subject knowledge. 
The students are now working hard towards 
their final assignment with their PHD tutor to 
conclude ‘whether an external world exists?’ 
The event organisers also commented to staff 
how incredible King Charles I School students 
had been all day and were looking forward to 
celebrating their successes at the end of the 
programme.

Birmingham University

Bristol University

On the 28th June 2018, our Year 7 and 8 
scholars programme students attended their 
graduation ceremony at Cardiff University. 
The students all successfully achieved 2.2s and 
above. A special congratulations needs to be 
made to Scarlett Bradley, Emma Powell and 
Sophie Ratcliff who all graduated with a 1st. The 
students had a great day and enjoyed a picnic in 
the sun with students from a range of different 
schools. All students were beaming with pride 
at the end of the day and questionned whether 
they could be part of the programme again 
next year.

On the 9th May 2018, the Year 9 and Year 10 
scholars programme students attended their 
graduation ceremony at Oxford University. 
The students all successfully achieved 2.2s 
and above. A special congratulations needs 
to be made to Juliet Martin an Alex Tyler who 
both graduated with a 1st. The students had a 
great day and were over whelmed visiting such 
a prestigious university. As we ate dinner in 
Oxfords impressive hall, students spoke about 
their aspirations to become pilots, accountants 
and teachers. All students were beaming with 
pride at the end of the day and discussed the 
University’s they hope to attend in the future.

Cardiff University

Oxford University



University Visits

Several of our Year 13 students are embarking 
on an apprenticeship route after completing 
their A levels. They recently visited Aston 
University for an exciting opportunity to 
improve their understanding of Degree 
Apprenticeships.  These are new ventures run 
by companies, alongside universities, with the 
help of government funding to enable students 
to ‘train while they learn’. They allow students 
to experience a trade and employment whilst 
studying for a degree at the same time. 

A degree apprenticeship gives students 
the opportunity to earn a wage, and gain 
experience in their chosen field of work as well 
as obtain a degree without have the debt at the 
end. Students work a typical day and then study 
through webinars and on-line lectures streamed 
by their partner university.

Students were able to explore the degree 
apprenticeship route through a range of 
engaging activities and presentations. 
The event explained in detail what degree 
apprenticeships are, how they compare to 
the traditional degree route, what roles are 
available and how to apply. The students 
gained first-hand experience from existing 
degree apprentices studying at Aston University 
who shared their experiences and reasons 
for picking this route. Other employers who 
partner Aston University were available to 
discuss what they look for in an apprentice and 
gave their top tips for applying.

Degree Apprenticeship Conference

Some of our prospective Oxford and Cambridge 
applicants from Year 12 attended the annual 
Oxbridge student conference at Edgbaston 
stadium.

This was a full day conference during 
which the students could experience taster 
lectures delivered by current Oxford and 
Cambridge teaching staff. The students had 
the opportunity to visit lectures of their choice 
from a varied programme of subjects. Students 
were given up to date information on applying 
to Oxford and Cambridge, with tips on how to 
submit a competitive application. There was 
also information available on student finance 
and graduate prospects.

There were admissions tutors and staff available 
to offer advice and answer any questions 
the students had. Our students also had the 
opportunity to talk informally to current 
undergraduates about student life at Oxford 
and Cambridge.

Oxford and Cambridge student conference
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On Monday 16th July 2018 a Year 8 graduation ceremony was held to celebrate 2 years of study 
on the Borrington Site and the start of their GCSE courses in September on the Hillgrove Site. We 
were privileged to have Mel Clarke (Paralympic archer) join us to share her experiences and offer 
an inspirational message to our young people: dream; believe; work and achieve. Mel never fails to 
inspire us about the obstacles she has had to overcome and we look forward to inviting her back in 
the future.    

Year 8 Graduation
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Year 8 Y8 


