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A-level English Language & Literature

Our A-level English Language and Literature course adopts an increasingly integrated
approach. You will find that Language and Literature are treated in a more integrated and
combined way than at GCSE. As you move through the course, Language and Literature
components will become more and more integrated.

The key principle underlying the course is that the text itself is all important. Our
approaches to studying texts should be logical and methodical. We study contexts and
critical readings, but it’s the text we are studying that is paramount.

We apply similar concepts and approaches to studying all texts, whether they are fiction
or non-fiction, literary or non-literary. We study the key characteristics of particular genres
— especially the novel, poetry, drama and travel writing. You will broaden this by choosing
your own texts, genres and approaches for your NEA (Non-Exam Assessment).
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Meet the A-level English Lang & Lit Team

The teachers currently teaching the A-level English language and Literature course are:

Mrs B. Hughes (Head of KS5 English)- Y12- Heaney and Paris Anthology; Y13- The Great
Gatsby and NEA

Mrs H. Griffiths (Head of Department)- Y12 Frankenstein and Paris Anthology; Y13- A
Streetcar Named Desire
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English Department: Blounts Building

English is taught in the Blounts building which includes the Library which has
plenty of space for private study, plus an adjoining study room with computers
that can be used by sixth form students when not booked or timetabled for
lessons. There is also a printer/copier that can be used by students.
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What you can expect in your English lessons

Teaching and learning in English varies according to what is being taught and learnt:

 We use questioning and discussion to develop understanding and engagement with
settings, characters, themes and ideas in texts;

e annotation and close analysis of texts to develop in depth knowledge;

* quizzing and glossaries to ensure knowledge of terminology, definitions and details;

* and other methods as required.

You should definitely expect to participate, think for yourself and have an enquiring mind.
Being an independent thinker and learner is important in English.

You will do a lot of background reading and research into concepts and contexts.
Alongside this there is always plenty of support available from your teachers when needed.
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Quality of Teaching and Results

You will be inspired,
challenged and fully
supported by your teacher.
The staff teaching the
course are all passionate
and successful English
teachers with lots of
experience and expertise.

For the past 6 years [2019,
2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024
and 2025] our A*-D rate has
been 100%: with all students
gaining grades A*, A, B, Cor D
which enabled them to go
onto future options at
university or into their chosen
career.
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Texts you will study

NESSEE
TEILLIARS

cTREETCAR
NAMED
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What you will study (1)

The A-level English Language and Literature course has six components:

1. Remembered Places: a non-fiction module based around an anthology of
extracts about visiting and living in Paris.

2. Imagined Worlds: one of the novel modules, where you will study Mary
Shelley’s novel “Frankenstein” and its context.

3. Poetic Voices: a poetry module where you study a small selection of
poems by one poet; you will study fifteen poems by the modern Irish
poet, Seamus Heaney.
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What you will study (2)

The other three components are:

4.

Writing About Society: the other novel module; you will study “The Great

Gatsby” by F. Scott Fitzgerald and produce a creative writing response with
your own commentary on your writing.

. Dramatic Encounters: you will study the C20th American play, “A Streetcar

Named Desire” and look at spoken language, stagecraft, characters,
relationships and the context of the play and its writer, Tennessee Williams.

. Making Connections: this is the NEA (non-exam assessment) or

coursework module. For the NEA you will be able to choose your own
literary and non-literary texts, and your own focus for research and study.
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The English Language and Literature Qualification

The A-level qualification we prepare you for is English Language and Literature awarded
by AQA (7707).

There are two exam papers and a non-exam assessment (NEA):

Paper 1: Telling Stories — 3 hours (100 marks =40%) | paper 2: Exploring Conflict— 2% hours (100 marks = 40%)
A. Remembered Places: Paris Anthology (40 marks) | A. Writing About Society: The Great Gatsby (55 marks)

B. Imagined Worlds: Frankenstein (35 marks) B. Dramatic Encounters: A Streetcar Named Desire
C. Poetic Voices: Seamus Heaney (25 marks) (45 marks)

Non-Exam Assessment: Making Connections (20%)
* Own choice of texts and topics for reading, research and writing an investigation of 3000 to 5000 words

(50 marks)
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Course Qutline and Overview

A LEVEL ENGLUSH LANG & LT — TWO YEAR COURSE OVERVIEW

AUTUMM 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUNMMER 2 HOL
77071 77071 77071 7707/2. EXPLORING
VIEWS AND VOICES: VIEWS AMD VOICES: VIEWS AMD VOICES: CONFLICT-
IMAGINED WORLDS — IMAGINED WORLDS — IMAGINED WORLDS — PROSE e I
PROSE TEXT PROSE TEXT TEXT _ e z 3
Frankenstein Frankenstein Frankenstein e.g. The Great Gatshy =
7707/2 ” & %
FI07/2 REMEMBERED 7707/2 = | 7707/MNEA — MAKING E s
VEAR 12 REMEMBERED PLACES: PLACES: PARIS :ﬁ;“:g‘“mm FLEEES FAUE f::"_“["‘ECT'O'_“S g
PARIS ANTHOLOGY. ANTHOLOGY. A& ey | 7Initial Reading and = 5
770771 Language analysis — F707/1 Language analysis | LGNEUBEE analysis — Compare e Research e E
VIEWS AND VOICES: | Compare & Contrast VIEWS AND VOICES: — Compare & e & g =
POETIC WOICES — POETIC WOICES — Contrast 770771 7707/2. EXPLORING S E
POETRY ANTH. POETRY TEXT VIEWS AND VOICES: COMFLICT: E E
Seamus Heaney Searnus Heaney POETIC WOICES — POETRY E. DRAMATIC
TEXT EMCOUMTERS
Seamus Heaney e.g. A Strestcar Mamed
Diesire.
7707/2. EXPLORING 77071 F707/2. WRITING | 7707/1 TELLING STORIES: B. IMAGINED WORLDS
COMFLICT: TELLING STORIES: ABOUT SOCIETY: | — PROSE TEXT. Frankenstein
AWRITING ABOUT B. IMAGINED WORLDS RECAST AND
AND COMMENTARY Frankenstein The Great Gatsby | ABOUT SOCIETY — RECAST AND COMMENTARY.
The Great Gatshby E The Great Gatshy
F707/NEA. MAKING 77071 TELLING = [ 7707/NEA. 77071 TELLING STORIES: A. PARIS ANTHOLOGY — g
COMMECTIONS: 3000 | STORIES: PARIS = | MAKING REMEMBERED PLACES — Compare and Contrast.
YEAR 13 | words. ANTHOLOGY —Compare | & | COMMECTIONS: i
and Contrast. E 3000 words. E
7707/2. EXPLORING 77071 = [ 7707/2. 7707/1 TELLING STORIES: C. POETIC VOICES — =
COMFLICT: B. TELLING STORIES — = | B. DRAMATIC POETRY ANTH. Seamus Heaney
DRAMATIC C. POETIC VOICES — = | ENCOUMTERS
EMCOUMTERS POETRY ANTH. A Streetcar Mamed
A Streetcar Named Seamus Heaney Desire. TFO7/Z EXPLORING CONFLICT: B. DRAMATIC
Desire. EMCOUNTERS. & Streetcar Mamed Desire.

The course is
carefully planned
so that we can
revisit and revise
all components
during the two-
year course.
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Additional Information about the NEA

For the NEA [non-exam assessment]

you might choose to study..

Love poetry opoken Texts
Texts from Oother Culturesg
Feminist writing

Crime and Thriller

Nature ¢ Ecopoe try Drama

..or another theme, genre or

writer of your choice.
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Character Academy Opportunities in English

In English we encourage you to participate in as many extra-curricular opportunities
as you can. These include:

A Sixth Form Creative Writing group, where we encourage each other to develop
our writing by doing writing workshops and sharing our ideas with each other.

Talks, readings, lectures and theatre productions: these have, of course, been
halted by the pandemic — but we hope to have them up and running again soon.

The paired-reading scheme, where you can support a younger pupil with their
reading progress and development.

Lesson-support, where you arrange to go into a main-school English lesson in one of
your study periods to support learning in the classroom — this has been halted by
pandemic precautions, but we hope to make it available again soon.
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Where can A-level English Lang/Lit take you?

You will be well-prepared for numerous university courses.

These include various English degrees [including Literature, Language, Linguistics]
and numerous related courses such as Creative Writing & Journalism, Film &
Media, Drama & Theatre, History, Law, Sociology, Psychology, Philosophy and any
other subject where reading, writing and communication is involved.

It’s a great subject to study whatever you want to do in the future.

Many employers will look very favourably on an A-level in English, because it
indicates an ability to study and communicate effectively. These include: Social
Work, Teaching, Management Training, Psychology, Health professions, Business
and Finance, Creative Industries... and many more.
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All of the King Charles | Open
Evening resources can be found
by visiting the school website

I,':"\

We look forward to welcoming
you to our classrooms in
September 2026


https://www.kingcharlesschool.co.uk/join-us/sixth-form/sixth-form-welcome/
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