
Steps to success

Overview of the science 
GCSE



GCSE Science

Course leader: Mr R Hancock

Exam Board: AQA

2-year GCSE Curriculum

Courses: GCSE Combined science trilogy and triple 
(separate) science 



Key dates

September 2026
• Year 11 assessments in biology, chemistry and physics
• Year 11 revision after school in Q6: Wednesday 3.15-4pm
October 2026
• Students provided with topic lists for mock exams.
November 2026: Mock examinations (paper 1)
• Wednesday 25th November: Biology combined and triple AM
• Tuesday 1st December: Chemistry combined and triple AM
• Thursday 3rd December: Physics combined and triple AM



Key dates

January 2027
• Parents evening
• Students provided with Question Level Analysis from mock
February 2027
• Revision programme begins in lessons 
March 2027
• Students sit second mock examinations (paper 2)
• Tier entries confirmed



Key dates

May and June 2027
• Tuesday 11th May - Biology triple and combined science paper 1 AM
• Monday 17th May - Chemistry triple and combined science paper 1 AM
• Tuesday 25th May - Physics triple and combined science paper 1 PM

• Thursday 10th June - Biology triple and combined science paper 2 AM
• Tuesday 15th June - Chemistry triple and combined paper 2 AM
• Friday 18th June - Physics triple and combined paper 2 AM



How is it examined?
Combined science

• Six exam papers each worth 70 
marks (2 Bio, 2 Chem, 2 Phys).

• Students end up with two 
combined science grades.

• Marks put together out of 420.

• Grades for higher tier up to 99.

• Grades for foundation tier up to 55.

Triple (separate) science
• Six exam papers each worth 100 

marks (2 Bio, 2 Chem, 2 Phys).

• Separate GCSE for Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics.

• Separate GCSEs out of 200.

• Grades for higher tier up to a 9.

• Grades for foundation tier up to a 
5.



Topics

Paper 1 Paper 2



Equipment required

• Scientific calculator for all examinations.

• Black pen, pencil, ruler (important for graph work).

• Protractor and pair of compasses recommended.



Tiering in science

• Triple science: higher 9-3 and foundation 5-1.

• Combined science: higher 99-43 and foundation 
55-11.

• Tiers will be chosen to maximise chances of 
success and based on performance across the 
year.



Revision (Homework)

Tassomai 
Built on scientific research into the most effective ways to learn. 
Tassomai uses a technique known as retrieval practice. It involves 
frequent “low-stakes testing” with immediate feedback, and it's 
proven to be the most effective way to embed and retain 
knowledge.

www.tassomai.com 

http://www.tassomai.com/


Revision (Homework)

Tassomai 
• Quizzing provides instant feedback for students.

• Algorithm built in to ensure weaker areas are focused on.

• Learning tree allows students to identify problem areas.

• Individual printable reports 



Tassomai- individual printable reports

• Allows for an A5 report for 
each student showing their 
areas of strength and areas 
of development.

• QR codes link to bbc bitesize 
and short videos explaining 
topics further.



Revision guides

• Each student will be issued a revision 
guide before the mock exams.

• This has a knowledge organiser for 
each topic, retrieval practice quizzes 
and past paper questions.

• It also includes key words, tips for exam 
questions, required practicals and key 
maths skills for the exams.



Essential revision Materials

• AQA website- specification and past papers (Science | Subjects | AQA)

• Tassomai- homework quizzing (www.tassomai.com)

• BBC bitesize- interactive revision and quizzes (GCSE Science - BBC Bitesize)

• Free science lessons- Short topic focused video tutorials 
(Freesciencelessons – YouTube)

• Physics and maths tutor- Past examination papers and revision materials 
(Physics & Maths Tutor)

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science
http://www.tassomai.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrkw2hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrkw2hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrkw2hv
https://www.youtube.com/@Freesciencelessons
https://www.youtube.com/@Freesciencelessons
https://www.youtube.com/@Freesciencelessons
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/


Top tips for science

• Know the course topics inside 
out

- The AQA specification and the revision 
guide tells you everything that could be 
examined.

- Download the specification and tick off 
the topics as you revise them. 



Top tips for science

• Know the required practicals. For 
each one make sure you can:

- Recall the method and variables

- Explain how to improve accuracy.

- Describe patterns or errors that 
could occur.



Top tips for science

• Practice data and graph questions

- Many marks come from interpreting 
data, graphs or experiments.

- Practice describing trends or 
anomalies and conclusions.

- Ensure to be aware of the difference 
between ‘describe’ and ‘explain’



Top tips for science

• Practice rearranging equations.

- There are some equations you need to 
memorise in Biology and Chemistry.

- In Physics you are given the equation 
sheet, but you still need to be able to 
apply them to a question.

- Ensure you are aware of units. 
Flashcards can be a useful method of 
remembering them.



Top tips for science

• Use past papers effectively

- Use AQA past papers and mark 
schemes (AQA and physics and 
maths tutor).

- Don’t just mark the answer- read 
why you lost marks.

-  Examiners reports are useful to 
see common mistakes.



Top tips for science

• Don’t ignore the six-mark long answer 
questions

- Use the PEEL structure (Point, 
Evidence/example, Explain, Link to 
question.

- Practice writing clear and logical 
explanations.

- Use past papers to practice.



Top tips for science

• Learn command words

- ‘Describe’- what you see.
- ‘Explain’- why it happens
- ‘Compare’- similarities and 

differences
- ‘Evaluate’- pros and cons and 

conclusion.

Misreading command words can lose 
vital marks.



Contact details

Mr R Hancock (Head of science)

rhancock@kingcharles1.worcs.sch.uk

mailto:rhancock@kingcharles1.worcs.sch.uk
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